
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Mark Poepsel       

Department: Mass Communications      Phone Number: (618) 650-2237 

E-mail Address: mpoepse@siue.edu                                Campus Box: 1775 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes two unfunded positions. 
 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [X] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
8. (Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    No. 

 

Location of research/creative activities:  

SIUE Mass Comm. Department - Dunham Hall 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
   All of my URCA assistants are introduced to the literature gathering and literature review process. I have two 

studies currently underway. One involves looking at local investigative news coverage in local TV and other outlets 

and comparing coverage then asking journalists if investigative work is done primarily for normative news purposes 

or for public relations and promotional purposes.  

   The other study that has jumped to the front of my work is a participatory journalism study where we analyze 

content from major news organizations working with a platform called Hearken. Hearken is a participatory system 

that enables news organizations to ask questions of their readers and to connect with them and even take them on 

stories as they go reporting. This is a nationwide movement. My research partner, Jenn Brannock-Cox has gained 

access to the woman who started the platform, and we have access to all of Hearken's content, which we are 

comparing to "regular" content on different news platforms.  

   Content analysis is challenging but rewarding work for mass comm majors, particularly those interest in 

journalism. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 

Students will help with data analysis of content and possibly with interviewing and transcription of interviews for 

the purpose of writing manuscripts for conferences and later on for publication. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 

Students should have learned how to find relevant research and how to synthesize it. They should learn about data 

gathering and data analysis methods in content analysis, and they should learn about conducting an interview-based 

study all connected to theories of normative ethics in news and concepts of participation and engagement in digital 

mass media. 

 

 

 

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 



The position requires at least one two-hour meeting per week that can be arranged according to the professor's 

availability and the student's schedule compatibility.  

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

Students must have passed MC201 and MC202 with a grade of B or better in each. 

 

Other requirements or notes to applicants:   

Students must have strong writing skills. 

 

 


